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. SYON Lodge in Islewo
-near Twickenharm;is; -
‘according to-the brochure, -
:“one of the most ifiportant
o Grade II* Listed housés in’,
“west London”. 1Ps
“undoubtedly the most
-impressive house in the
“rarea, which is almost
Cenfirely down to the - -
- Herciiléan efforts that its
: Paul Crowther, h

wtury, for almost 80 years ap until
1897 itiwas the head office of Crovwthér
of Syon Lodge ~ an internationally -
renowned architectural antiques
company, which specialised in huge |
pieces — because it had the huxury of

period fireplaces, enormous statuary
and panelling.

having enotgh space t0 store large' i -

- One ptt of the
‘propertyis amagnificent
four-storey Georgian
‘house'with 12 stone
teps Up 1o the black
front door. To the left is
a low~built building,
which would have been
sthe stables and carriage
- house with hayloft
~cover. “The building

was bought by my
- great-great-grandfather
. in 1927, says Paul, who
: . lived there until he was
¢fore moving to East Sheen.

- He left school early to work in the

family business, but didn’t see eye-to-

‘eye with his father and left to start up his

own-business, the 21st Century Group.
But he missed the house. “I loved it

when I worked at Syon Lodge,” he says. -,

“I loved the house and loved thé job.T

travelled around the world buying and. .
'selling antiques, it was wonderful.” -

Because of the family differences, he

instead built up his own property -

| DONT WANT

ITTOLOOKTOO
PERFECT.ITS
AN OLD HOUSE,
AFTERALL,

ANDIT SHOULD
LOOK LIKE ONE

Company and stayed aWay :froﬁi '.Syo'n

it for a Dike: (from
above, clockwise), the
Hoggia, which came from
Venice: the gardens at
the back of the hotsé;
“the formal sitting-room;
the minstrels’ gallery;
- the view from the
- master bedroom;
-owner Paul Crowther;

Lodge until three yedrs ago, when his
father gave up the business,”
“It used to be the biggest architectural
antique company in the world, but it got
smaller and smaller, and then my father
sold some of the land off fornew -
townhouses and apartments to be built
where the warehouses for the panelling

' used to be,” says Pail,

When he learnt that the area behind

‘the Lodge was on the market for further

development, he decided to buy the
property and has since spent millions

i of pounds returning it to the very fine
i house it once was.

“It was a complete mess when 1
bought if. The York stone all around the
house was cracked or broken. There was
1,800 square meires of sione, some
about a foot thick, so I employed four
young guys for 18 months just to repair
it all,” he says.

-He has also made a very beautiful rear
garden complete with two water
features, large tockery and a wide path
all around the perimeter of the lawn.



Also at the rear of the house is a very”
impréssive loggla, which origitially came
from Venice. “That was exactly the sort
of thirig the company dealt in,” says
Paul. When he took over the property, .
the loggia was so dixty that he couldn’t
even take out what colour the marble
columns were, but now it has been . o
restored to its original soft terracotta
hue. He's put a'plasma television screen
out there “so you can watch the football
outside in the sumimer” arnd, to hide a
gap in the wall between Syon Lodge and -
the new fownhouses, he's evectéd a7
painting of a Venelian scene. .

As the building had been used as

-offices for the last 40 years, things had

been chopped and changed with

little thought given to the architecture.”

Surface-mounted cables were -

everywhere, damp had just been

covered up and period cornicing and

flooring damaged with little thought of =

its worth, . e
““People sard to'me, ‘why don’t you just

give it a lick of paintand carpet 2 ButT

‘panelling dnd the cornices. He also put
nnew drains, electrics, plambing

wanted t0' do things properly.” says Paul.

“largescreenplasma Vandall
Btk 2ot o el b sl esrti Wy Wi okl

‘And he has, bringing the period house :

into the 2ist céntiry without ruining
its heritage. 7

“When I took it over it had 20 desksin |

the ground floor reception room and it
was horrible,” he says. “It tised to be fiill
of tapestries and swords”" Lo
The room; which was the 6ld stableés, -
was converted by putting in:17th-century
dark linénfold Jacobean panelling taken
from a monastery, a minstrel’s gallery
‘and wide vak flooring. At one end of the
room is-a massive 16th-century stone
‘Breplace carved to show St. George and
the Dragon, which Pau] has left charred.
He has also left some of the smaller
cracks and faded painting on the
original panelling. “1 didn’t want it to
look too perfect. It's an old house and
should look like one,” he says. S
‘Most of the original features in the
main house were left i sifw, but Paul
‘had 10 repair and restore many of them,
including all the windows; floorboards,

“sophisticated lighting, entertainment

anda |
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all

! and security sysierh. B

floor, which has wood panelling and .

Beside this roon is 3 cinéma-room,

which coines down over a large pichure

| ~showing what the loggia used toJook

like in its heyday. o T
- Because he wanted 1o keep the period
feel of the house, the large kitéhen/ |
brealkfast room, which he has made out
of two roomns, is far from the glossy, -
state-of-the-art kitchen he might put
into one of his own developments.
Instead, it is in a country style with an
Aga and wooden work surfaces, though

would expect in a modern kitchen.

on architects'and hashad to gothrough
il differentplanning applications.

~%0ne of the tmany planting battle
was to fill in the Targe wrbught iron gate

.One of the most impressive roohi;é_is o
the formal drawing-room on the first -

| intricate carving above the large marble
.| fireplace in the style of Grinking " -7

‘vihere Paul has put in 4 projecior screen

it still has all the up-to-date featiires you

«Paul ddriits to having spent copiously :

T in'the -hﬁddie of t};e wall té__'ohe sideof .-

-thie front of the house. Bt the planners
~said the gaté; which was only put i in .
1985, had to stay.” 00
- Sadly, Paul Crowther Has decided to
-put Syon Lodge on the market With his™
“Polish girliriend, Bedta, he'has a'ning-" -
miofith-6ld son, Oliver, butit’s avery big
house for threée people to rumble ;-
around in'and it's ¢ost hin a forbime to
get it to the magnifient state it is now in. -
“I really don’t want to sell it he says
ruefully. “Maybe T'll fry to let it instead.”

Contact Syon Lodge, with eight
bedrooms, 10 reception rooms, six
bathrooms and over.an acre of grounds,
is on the market for £6.95 million. Knight
Frank (020 7521 8600) and Featherstone
Leigh (0208940 1575} are the agents.




